[Management of head and neck giant congenital nevi with skin expansion].
Giant congenital pigmented nevi are benign melanocytic tumors. The lesion transformation to a malignant melanoma is a rare but severe condition. Treatment is complex and often difficult. The purpose of this study was to analyze the results and discuss the contribution of expansion technique in the treatment of giant nevi of the cephalic extremity. Six giant nevi (five children and one adult) were treated by skin expansion between 1993 and 2010. The nevus had a fronto-temporal region and vertex location (one case), and hemifacial in five cases. Subtotal resection of the nevus was performed in every case. The defect was filled by a double rotation flap of expanded scalp (one case), and an expanded total skin graft (five cases). Two complications were observed: a depression of the frontal bone in a 6-year-old child who had received a total prosthesis volume of 2000 mL; and migration of the valve under a prosthesis, which required repositioning. These complications did not alter the final results. The risk of evolution to a malignant melanoma is considerably decreased after exeresis of congenital nevi. Tissue expansion is a true skin bank. It allows treating giant congenital nevi of the scalp and face, with good esthetic results and less morbidity.